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First reading Genesis 15: 1-6; 21: 1-3

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vision, ‘Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward will be very great.’

‘My Lord,” Abram replied ‘what do you intend to give to me? I go childless...” Then Abram said, ‘See,
you have given me no descendants; some man of my household will be my heir.” And then this word
of the Lord was spoken to him, ‘He shall not be your heir; your heri shall be of your own flesh and
blood.” Then taking him outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will
be your descendants’ he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him
justified.

The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, and did what he had promised her. So Sarah
conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the time God had promised. Abraham named
the son born to him Isaac, the son to whom Sarah had given birth.

Psalm 104: 1-6, 8-9 R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

Second reading Hebrewsii1: 8, 11-12, 17-19

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that was the inheritance give to
him and his descendants, and that he set out without knowing where he was going. It was equally by
faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was made able to conceive, because she believed that
he who had made the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one man, and
one who was already as good as dead himself, more descendants than could be counted, as many as
the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore.

It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his only
son even though the promises had been made to him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that
your name will be carried on. He was confident that God had the power even to raise the dead; and
so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac from the dead.

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 1: 1-2

Alleluia, alleluia!

In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets; now he speaks to us through his Son.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 2: 22-40

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus
took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord—observing what stands written in the Law of
the Lord: Every first born male must be consecrated to the Lord—and also to offer in sacrifice, in
accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. Now
in Jerusalem there was a man named Siemon. He was an upright and devout man; he looked
forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by
the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him
what the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said:

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen
the salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans and
the glory of your people Israel.’

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said about him,
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and
the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected— and a sword will pierce your own
soul too— so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’

There was a prophetess also, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in
years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow.
She was now eighty-four years old, and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting
and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of the child to
all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom and God’s
favour was with him.
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Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.

NEEDS OF LAY CATHOLICS TODAY

What do adult lay Catholics need today to
help them live a committed Catholic life
amid the circumstances of modern society?
To find out and to help improve their
services to our Archdiocese, the Canberra
Circle of The Catenians, an
international association of lay
Catholics, is conducting an
Archdiocesan-wide online
survey. Please help by
completing this brief, anonymous, tick-box
survey via this URL or QR code. Thank you.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CLTZGMW Contact: Phil Murray,
President, Canberra Catenians 0419 695
927 or philigmurray@gmail.com

Please pray for the sick and
deceased of the parish

Anniversaries: Catherine Cleary, Frank Fulop,
Ronnie Van Belkom, Tom French, Agnes Calvert, Clare
Connell, Pat Connors, Doris Flaherty, Maud Inch, Monica
Knight, Mario Krajina, Leonard Legge-Wilkinson,
Kenneth Lentell, Lorna Ludwig, Antonia Martin, Fred
Martin, Ronald Molyneux, Marie Morgan, Joan Parker,
Alice Smith, Stephanie Stoddard, Monica Thomas, Fr
Richard Daly, Fr Bill Keating, Fr Francis Hartigan, Fr
Thomas Hilly, Fr Joseph Keating.

Our Sick: Jindalee & Mt View residents, Tony Evans,
Rose Mason, Clem Dick, Julia Brown, Mitchell White,
Germaphi, Pat Atkins, Lorraine Davis, Mathew, Lyn
Walker, Louis Pini, Anthony, Helen French, Flora Arias,
Mark Ransom, Ben Melbourne, Pamela Brown, Anne
Rosewarne; Carol Rees, Monica Boyton, Mary Smith,
Colin Paley, Janice Paley, Caroline Evans, Gert Fletcher,
Anna Pace, Barbara Parsons, Edwina Gundelach, Daniel
Collins, Rita Smith, Andrea Bernabey, Gustavo Caceres.

Parish Office Closure

Please be advised that the St Benedicts Parish
Office will be closed on the 22nd of December
and reopen on the 2nd of January.

Christmas Mass Collection for 2023
Archbishops Christmas Appeal
Support is Needed!

Help life saving assistance to refugees fleeing
violence; including evacuation, food, shelter as
well as student assistance in Europe, the Middle
East and Asia.

Communities in India, Africa and the
Solomon Islands are also assisted.

Donations can also be sent to: Archbishop’s
Christmas Appeal, GPO Box 3089, Canberra
ACT 2601.

Donating to the parish
To deposit directly into the Parish account, please
use the following details:
BSB: 062 786
Account number: 000014992
Please include your Planned Giving (envelope)
number in the reference if you have one, otherwise
your surname and ‘Donation’.

Parish Office Hours

gam—i12pm, Tuesday—Friday
Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 6pm (Vigil)
Sunday: 9am; 6pm (Charismatic Mass);
Fourth Sunday of the Month: 6pm (Youth Mass)
Weekday Mass Times
Tuesday: 5.30pm; Wednesday: 12.30pm;
Thursday: 5.30pm; Friday: 5.30pm (Healing
Mass); Saturday 8.00am
Reconciliation
Friday following Healing Mass from 6.15pm-7pm;
Saturday: 5pm-5:30pm or by appointment
Prayer of the Church
Saturday: 7.30am 31d Friday Padre Pio: 5pm
Baptisms: During weekend Masses or by

appointment. See parish website for booking
information.

Weddings: by appointment

Anointing of the Sick

During the 5.30pm Mass on first Fridays
10.30am at Jindalee 15t Thursday of the month,
10.30am at Mt View 314 Thursday of the month

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Monday & Tuesday: 6am-10pm
Wednesday & Thursday: 1pm-10pm
Friday 6am to Saturday 8am

Vacant hours that urgently need filling:
Monday 12noon-1pm, 5pm-6pm;
Tuesday 3pm-4pm; Friday 11am-12noon

Hearing Loop is located in the right center
rows of the church. Please ensure your hearing aid
is tuned to make the best use of this facility.
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