Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time A 19th July 2020

First Reading Wwis 12:13.16-19

A reading from the book of
Wisdom

In the place of sin, you give repentance.
There is no god, other than you,
who cares for everything, to whom
you might have to prove that you
never judged unjustly.

Your justice has its source in
strength, your sovereignty over all
makes you lenient to all.

You show your strength when your
sovereign power is questioned and
you expose the insolence of those
who know it; but, disposing of such
strength, you are mild in judgement,
you govern us with great lenience,
for you have only to will, and your
power is there.

By acting thus you have taught a
lesson to your people how the
virtuous man must be kindly to his
fellow men, and you have given
your sons the good hope that after
sin you will grant repentance.

The Word  of the  Lord
R Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5

R. Lord, you are good and

forgiving.

1. O Lord, you are good and
forgiving, full of love to all who
call. Give heed, O Lord, to my
prayer and attend to the sound of
my voice

2. All the nations shall come to
adore you and glorify your name, O
Lord: for you are great and do
marvellous deeds, you who alone
are God.

3. But you, God of mercy and
compassion, slow to anger, O Lord,
abounding in love and truth, turn

and take pity on me.
R. Lord, you are good and
forgiving

Second Reading

Rom 8:26-27

A reading from the letter of St Paul
to the Romans
The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that

could never be put into words.

The Spirit comes to help us in our
weakness. For when we cannot

choose words in order to pray
properly, the Spirit himself
expresses our plea in a way that
could never be put into words, and
God who knows everything in our
hearts knows perfectly well what he
means, and that the pleas of the
saints expressed by the Spirit are
according to the mind of God.

The Word  of  the
R Thanks be to God

Lord

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of

heaven and earth; you have
revealed to little ones the mysteries
of the kingdom.

Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 13:24-43

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew

A sower went out to sow.

Jesus put a parable before the
crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a man who
sowed good seed in his field. While
everybody was asleep his enemy
came, sowed darnel all among the
wheat, and made off. When the new
wheat sprouted and ripened, the
darnel appeared as well. The
owner’s servants went to him and
said, “Sir, was it not good seed that
you sowed in your field? If so,
where does the darnel come from?”
“Some enemy has done this” he
answered. And the servants said,
“Do you want us to go and weed it
out?” But he said, “No, because
when you weed out the darnel you
might pull up the wheat with it. Let
them both grow till the harvest; and
at harvest time I shall say to the
reapers: First collect the darnel and
tie it in bundles to be burnt, then
gather the wheat into my barn.”
He put another parable before them,
‘The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed which a man took and
sowed in his field. It is the smallest
of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the biggest shrub of all
and becomes a tree so that the birds
of the air come and shelter in its
branches.’

He told them another parable, ‘The
kingdom of heaven is like the yeast
a woman took and mixed in with

three measures of flour till it was
leavened all through.’

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds
in parables; indeed, he would never
speak to them except in parables.
This was to fulfill the prophecy:
I will speak to you in parables and
expound things hidden since the
foundation of the world.

Then, leaving the crowds, he went
to the house; and his disciples came
to him and said, ‘Explain the
parable about the darnel in the field
to us.” He said in reply, ‘The sower
of the good seed is the Son of Man.
The field is the world; the good
seed is the subjects of the kingdom;
the darnel, the subjects of the evil
one; the enemy who sowed them,
the devil; the harvest is the end of
the world; the reapers are the
angels. Well then, just as the darnel
is gathered up and burnt in the fire,
so it will be at the end of time. The
Son of Man will send his angels and
they will gather out of his kingdom
all things that provoke offences and
all who do evil, and throw them into
the blazing furnace, where there
will be weeping and grinding of
teeth. Then the virtuous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Listen, anyone who has
ears!.’

The Gospel of the Lord
R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

© The scriptural quotations are published and
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and used by permis-
sion of the publishers.

The English translation, from the Lectionary
for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved.
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'A PLANT WHOSE
VIRTUES HAVE NEVER
\BEEN DISCOVERED.

- R§1/p1’1 W‘aldo Emerson
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This weekend, the Gospel presents three parables, namely the parable of the
mustard seed, the parable of the yeast and the parable of the wheat and the
weed. The parables of the mustard seed and yeast tells us how God’s kingdom
and reign grows in the human heart from an exceedingly small beginning. The
parable of the wheat and the weed tells us how and why evil coexists with Y
good in the world.

N

According to scripture scholars, the “weed” among the wheat are a variety of tares
known as “bearded darnel." They resemble wheat plants so closely that it is impossible
to distinguish the one from the other until the ears of the seed appear. By that time, the
wheat and darnel roots are so intertwined that the tares cannot be weeded out without
plucking the wheat with them. At the end of the harvest the tares must be removed from
the wheat by hand because they are known to be slightly poisonous. Sowing them in the
wheat field was a crude way for an enemy to take revenge on a farmer.

Significantly, the weed in the parable on one hand, stands for unrepentant sinners, whose
fate is, "the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth." The wheat
on the other hand stands for the righteous, who follow Jesus and live His will with the
hope of meriting the kingdom.

Interestingly, this parable leaves us with many “whys”. Why are the wicked allowed to
prosper? Why does evil appear to triumph over good? Why is the global health
pandemic like Coronavirus shutting down the world? Jesus answers these questions in
the parable. The triumph and prosperity of the wicked are short-lived, whereas the reward
of the Christian who suffers from their wickedness is everlasting. God uses the very
wickedness and injustices of evildoers to perfect His elect.

Every human being has the capacity to be the wheat or the weed, and human society is
always a mix of the wheat and the weed. It is easy to point out the weed in the family,
classroom, neighbourhood and even in the church or club. The parable this weekend
stresses the need for patience and compassion to allow for change. Bishop F. Sheen is
often quoted to have said in one of his famous radio programs that: “The history of the
world would have been different if the Christian authorities had shown compassion,
patience and mercy instead of expelling Hitler and Mussolini from the schools and Stalin
from the seminary in disgrace as ‘weeds.’”

We need to pray for an ongoing conversion from “weeds” to wheat. God wants us to do
good instead of evil, to bless instead of cursing, to praise instead of criticising, to love
instead of hating, to forgive instead of resenting and to tell the truth instead of lies. The
disciples to whom Jesus addressed this parable included Judas who will betray him,
Peter, who will deny him, Thomas, who will doubt him and James and John, who were
aiming at seats of honour. In the end, only Judas is (apparently) lost, showing us that

many “weeds” can become high yielding wheat.
Fr Martins
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