
Tidings of Great Joy  
The first people to experience the coming of the saviour 
were shepherds, those lowly, uneducated ones who lived 
among the animals. They were not the only ones, of 
course, but they were the first to welcome the saviour.  

It was no accident that such lowly people would be 
called in first to pay homage to the saviour. It is to 
the lowly, after all, that Christ came first as Lord and 
Redeemer. The circumstances of his birth testify to 
that: his mother “wrapped him in swaddling clothes 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the place where travellers lodged.”  
Christmas is the great annual renewal of our being a 
Church filled with wonder at the nearness of her 
God. The nearer we are to our God, the nearer we 

should become to those lowly ones who are God’s special ones.  
We are challenged at Christmas to do what Jesus and the angels did: bring the 
good news of redemption to the outcast and the lowly. The “tidings of great joy 
[are] to be shared by the whole people,” and no one is to be left out, not even 
the most hopeless or despicable person.  

Our holy Mother (the Church) does not neglect the care of the poor or 
omit to provide for their necessities; but, rather, drawing them to her with 
a mother’s embrace, and knowing that they bear the person of Christ 
Himself, who regards the smallest gift to the poor as a benefit conferred 
on Himself, holds them in great honour.  
She does all she can to help them; she provides homes and hospitals where 
they may be received, nourished, and cared for all the world over, and 
watches over these. Pope Leo XIII, Quod Apostolici Muneris, 1878:9 
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this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to Elders past, present & emerging. We acknowledge 

& respect their continuing culture & the contribution they make to the life of the Bega Valley. 
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Parish Notices. 

 
Parish Office Hours January. The office will be open 
from 9-12 on the 29th Dec. The office will then be closed 
until the 27th January.  Emails will be checked 
periodically. Thank you for your support in 2025. Tanya 
 
Save the Date! Chamber Philharmonia Cologne returns 
Saturday 7th February. 
 
Christmas Mass Collection for 2025 Archbishops 
Christmas Appeal  Support is Needed! Money is used to 
assist people in  Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Pakistan, 
India, Timor Leste, and local works by The Farm in 
Galong and The Home in Queanbeyan. 
 
Sacramental Programme 2026 - this year we are offering First Reconciliation and 
First Communion to students in year 3 and above. Parents information night 13th May. 
Enrolments now open: https://forms.gle/JKvq2eUNgHZMjYYP7 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Marykutty Joseph (Fr Kose Pambula mum), Colin Murphy 
 
ANNIVERSARIES  Mick Tygh, Rina Sheehan, Ken Lehman 

Sunday Mass Times    
 ➢Bemboka - Sat. 6pm Vigil Mass  
➢Candelo - 1st, 3rd & 5th Sat. 6pm Vigil             
                                                         Mass  
➢Candelo - 2nd, 4th Sun.   9.30am Liturgy  
➢Tathra -  Sundays - 7.45am Mass  
➢Bega - Sundays - 9.30am Mass  

Weekday Mass Times  
Tuesday   5.30pm  Bega  
Wednesday       9.00am Tathra,   
Thursday 9.15am  Bega 
3rd Thurs.  3pm Hillgrove House  
Friday  9.15am  Bega  
 4:30pm Holy Hour Bega    
Saturday 9.15am  Bega  
                        9:40-10:10am - reconciliation                                      

St Patrick’s Parish is committed to safeguarding and upholding the rights and dignity of 
all our children and vulnerable people. We seek to empower children, their families & 
carers, and vulnerable people, to have a say, to be listened to and to be protected.  
This approach is at the centre of all our thinking and actions.  
Parishioners are encourage to communicate concerns by emailing Fr Adrian, the Parish 
Office, the Parish Safeguarding Officer or directly to IPSS (ipss@cg.org.au) 

Dear friends 
Christmas (the Mass of Christ) is a time of peace and togetherness. Hearing Christmas 
carols always bring back magical feelings of the wonder of the birth of the Christ child.  
This is the 2025th Year of our Lord according to the Gregorian calendar instituted by 
Pope Gregory XIII the great who pushed the Western nations to adopt the calendar in 
commemoration of our Lord Jesus Christ. The caveat is that now most Scripture 
scholars think that the Gregorian calendar missed the birth of the Lord by a few years. 
Nonetheless it is important to remember that Christ came in time approximately 2025 
years ago to be with us and share the good news of the kingdom of God with us ever 
since. Merry Christmas to you all and in thanksgiving for all our volunteers as well as 
parishioners who helped to run the parish this past year of 2025.             Father Adrian.  
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